TWO VENUE CURATORS RETIRE

Paul Robinson and David Rudkin, two
of our long standing venue curators,
and stalwart supporters of the ARA,
have retired this year within a month
of each other.

Paul Robinson, after 34 years
dedicated service to the Wiltshire
Heritage Museum at Devizes, retired
at a ‘thank-you’ party at the museum
on 29th February. Paul had been
Assistant Curator at the museum for
12 years before taking over from the
late Ken Annable in 1986. Paul
graduated in Ancient History and
Archaeology from Birmingham
University, and was a contemporary
there of our late Assistant Editor,
Beth Bishop. Paul gained his PhD in
1967. His real passion has been in the
study of ancient numismatics and he
has published important research
works on the subject, as well as
having worked closely for many years
with our own trustee numismatist,
Sam Moorhead, at the British
Museum. Over the years Paul has
built up the reputation of the
Devizes Museum as one of the most
important collections in the country
and was instrumental with the ARA
Director in arranging for the
complete archive from the 12 year
excavation at Littlecote to be
transferred to the  Wiltshire

Archaeological Collection.

Following 28 years of service as the
Director of the Roman Palace at
Fishbourne, David Rudkin closed a
further chapter on the history of the
palace when he retired on 28th
March. Originally trained as a
draughtsman with the intention of
making a career in engineering,
David became involved in extra-
mural archaeology in the 1960s,
directing the excavation of the
monastic grange at Buckminster in
Leicestershire, supported by the late
John Hurst. Whilst attending extra-
mural classes on Roman Lincolnshire
it was recommended that he should
consider going into archaeology
professionally. Consequently he
entered Sheffield, then under the
eye of Professor Colin Renfrew, to
obtain his degree in archaeology. His
first museum post was in Portsmouth,
beginning a major association with
the Solent district. It was on the
departure of Margaret Rule in 1979
as part-time curator at Fishbourne
that led to a new post being
advertised. David did not bother
applying but was alerted to the
prospect by a colleague and
submitted a rather late application
after the interviews were over. A
rather hurried interview was

arranged and David landed the job
and he has been responsible for the
management and excavations in and
around the palace ever since.

We would like offer our two
colleagues a long and professionally
active retirement.

EARLY ROMAN COIN
FIND HINTS AT TRADING
WITH CORNWALL IN THE

SECOND CENTURY BC

A silver denarius dating from the
age of the Roman Republic has
been unearthed by a metal
detectorist near Fowey in
Cornwall. Dating from 146BC it
suggests that Romans were
happily trading with Britons for
minerals in the area two centuries
before the Roman invasion.

Coins could often stay in circu-
lation for more than 100 years so
exact dating of the find is
problematic, but it is still likely to
have arrived in Britain before the
invasion. The silver coin is minted
in Rome and has a the head of the
goddess Roma on one side and
Castor and Pollux on the obverse.

Daily Telegraph — 26.02.2007




ARCHAEOLOGICAL
ROUND-UP

THE LUPERCAL CAVE
POSSIBLY DISCOVERED
ON THE PALATINE

The famous cave where Romulus and
Remus, the legendary founders of
Rome, were suckled by the she-wolf
on the slopes of the Palatine may
have been located quite close to the
recently restored House of Augustus.
Sounding devices employed in the
restoration of that house, detected a
large void 16m below the present
ground level. A camera probe
revealed an 8m high domed ceiling
richly decorated like a temple grotto
with mosaics, shellwork and marble.
The ceiling is wonderfully decorative
and imitates a real coffered dome
such as that in the Pantheon at
Rome. Above a border of flowered
scrollwork, is a zone of square panels
headed by a wider zone containing
large rectangular panels interspersed
with square and smaller horizontal
ones. Above this, and bordering the
vegetal scroll surrounding the central
panel, are a series of square panels.
The focus of the ceiling is a circular
panel in pale blue dominated by a
large white eagle, the symbol of
Rome. All of the ceiling ‘coffers’ have
decorative designs ranging from
lozenges to rosettes. Some actually
have carved marble or stucco rosettes
inserted into them, giving a three-
dimensional effect to the coffering.

Two thirds of the room is filled with
rubble at the moment but photo-
graphs show at least one arched
entrance with its spandrels ornamen-
ted with white rosettes.

The Lupercalia was a Roman festival
that took place every February and
was in honour of the she-wolf. It was
connected with purification and
fertility. Augustus is credited with
restoring the sacred cave that had
fallen into disrepair.

The new identification of the cave
has been challenged, however, and
suggestions have been made that it is
part of the palace built by Nero on
the Palatine. Whatever the truth, it is
a fabulous survival. The search is now
on for the entrance on the side of the
Palatine overlooking the . Circus

Maximus.
Financial Times-09.01.2008
BBC News (news.bbc.co.uk)

































