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EDITORIAL

Dr. Graham Webster, OBE, our Honorary President, has died. He
was a great archaeologist and a great man; this issue is devoted to
him. It is a celebration of his life in a series of word pictures
painted by some of the many who knew him well. Members of the
ARA and other readers who did not know him, never met or read
him, or attended his lectures or summer schools will, we hope,
come closer to him through these pages; and those who thought
they knew him will surely discover new facets to a life which
spanned almost a century of Roman archaeology in Britain.
Graham’s wife Diana reminded us that he regarded himself as an
acteur manqué, he relished an audience, he enjoyed performing,
and we hope a flavour of this is reproduced here.

Most of the contributions are headed by a short note on the
author. Other contributors include: Tim Strickland, Chester City
Archaeologist from 1973-88, now head of developers Giffords’
Archaeological Service; David Viner, for many years Curator of
Cirencester’s award-winning Corinium Museum; Maggi Darling
who, like Graham, is a polymath, — doing everything from
Lincolnshire to Caistor-on-Sea to pottery studies, and is now an
Archaeological ~ Consultant; and Beth  Bishop, whose
archaeological experience encompasses the West Midlands,
Orkney, Essex, South Wales and now Gloucestershire and
Wiltshire. She was first Secretary to the ARA Board and is now
Assistant Editor.

We are also most grateful to Diana Bonakis Webster for her
help in checking details of fact and providing many photographs
from her private collection, some published here for the first time.
Our Chairman, Grahame Soffe, helped with the editing; this issue
contains his Annual Report on ARA events, and there is a Book
Review by former Board Member, John Hyams.
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