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Aerial view of Whitley Castle Roman fort, Northumberland, looking south, February 1971. (See Editorial).
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EDITORIAL

Although British archaeology has
moved into the new millennium,
there remain concerns over the
practice of the discipline. These
relate to rescue and research, govern-
ment and local authority archaeology,
and the implication of the Planning
Policy Guidance Note 16 (PPG16) in
developer funded projects. There are
issues of sampling, fieldwork and
mitigation strategies, and with
storage, analysis and publication, and
dare we say it, standards, question-
able practice and system failure.
These are all facets of a real, modern
profession made up of dedicated and
(mostly) underpaid archaeologists,
half of whom are women. We need to
be reminded that the involvement of
women in archaeology has advanced
exponentially since J. P. Droop
famously commented nearly a
century ago in his Archaeological
Excavation (1915) “whether in the
work of excavation it is a good thing
to have co-operation between men
and women”. At that time hardly a
single women was involved in the
practice, but since, more and more
have joined the profession. Looking
back, the lives and careers of certain
great British pioneers stand out;
these are women who faced innumer-
able challenges and difficulties in a
male dominated field. They were
great field archaeologists, and they
were backed up by women working
as university teachers, museum
curators, artists and photographers.
In the field of Roman studies this
Bulletin’s articles on Tessa Wheeler
and recent work at Leicester pays
tribute to the early work of one of
these great pioneers, Dame Kathleen
Kenyon, who succeeded Sir Mortimer
Wheeler as Director of the London
Institute of Archaeology. But we have
also been careful that Wheeler’s star
should not eclipse the great work of
his wife Tessa, commemorated at the
Institute and again in this Bulletin.
Another product of the Institute, Dr.
Grace Simpson, is also honoured
below, and we have paid tribute to
the long and impressive career in
Romano-British archaeology of Lady
Aileen Fox.

In 2007 the ARA completed its

series of four study tours of the
emperor Hadrian’s great frontier in
Britain - Hadrian’s Wall, concluding
with the system of western coastal
defences around Cumbria. This tour
will be described in the next Bulletin.
Connected with this system, although
not part of it, were two upland forts,
Hardknott Castle and Whitley Castle,
visited by the ARA for the first time.
The surviving multiple defences of
Whitley Castle form a remarkable
spectacle in today’s mountain
landscape (see cover photo), but we
know tantalisingly little about the
fort’s history. English Heritage has
now embarked on a major survey of
the site and its surroundings, led by
senior investigator, Stuart Ainsworth,
This will involve non-invasive tech
niques to survey the earthworks, and
geophysics and satellite technology
to work out the plan and sequence of
development for the fort structures
and extra-mural
vicus. The project
also secks to
discover what
happened after
the garrison had
gone - particularly
in the fifth century.
The presence of
organic remains
preserved in
waterlogged
deposits - leather
shoes were found
in an excavation
fifty years ago —is
also very likely.
2006 and 2007
also saw two
conferences on
Hadrian’s Wall,
held by the Arbeia
Society at South
Shields, near
Arbeia Roman
Fort. The first in
November 2006,
was a major review
of the latest
research on the
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magisterial outline of research since
1848 and the original publication and
subsequent revisions of J. Collingwood
Bruce’s Handbook to the Roman Wall.
This was the occasion to officially
launch the fourteenth edition (2006)
edited by David Breeze. This will be
reviewed in the next Bulletin. Other
important contributions were made
on “The direction of planning of the
eastern sector’ by John Poulter and
signalling, by David Woolliscroft.
James Crow and Paul Austen spoke
on the forts and Paul Bidwell and
Tony Wilmott on the turrets and the
Vallum. Artefacts and coins were
reviewed by Lindsay Allason-Jones
and David Shotter. Rachel Newman
and Richard Hingley gave stimulating
contributions on the Wall as an
archacological resource and its
relevance for theoretical archaeology.
The 2007 conference focused on
religion and funerary evidence.

attributos of Dionysos or Apollo, with holes for the metal leaves
of o wroath, Discovered in a building near the Temple of Apollo,
Dalphl, in 1894. c. AD 130- 8. Height: 1.98 m. Archaeological
Museum, Delphi. Photo: © John Dekopoulos.
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