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Foundation ch of the Colchester circus (cavea), on the Cavalry Barracks site (area J, 2004). (See article on page 11).
Photo: © Colchester Archaeological Trust.




We are certainly going through
a period in Romano-British
archaeology when some rare
and exciting discoveries are
being made in the most
unexpected places. This issue
of ARA features two remark-
able inscriptions, on the
Hawkesbury mosaic and on
the Alchester tombstone, the
second of which has the
potential to change our under-
standing of the history of the
Roman invasion.

Equally intriguing is the inscrip-
tion on a Roman bronze skillet or
trulla found at Ilam, Staffordshire
in 2003 and now known as the
‘Staffordshire Moorlands Pan.’
This is a unique find of great
significance (see picture below),
and there has now been time for
the experts to consider it. The
pan, 89.5mm in rim diameter and
47 mm high, is now missing its
handle and base, but the outer wall
is decorated with eight roundels
containing ‘Celtic’ triskeles filled
with coloured glass inlay, in
turquoise, dark blue, purple, red
and yellow. Above this decoration
is a band of neatly-incised capitals,
filled with turquoise inlay. This is
the third such inscribed vessel to
be found, the others being the
Rudge Cup and the Amiens Patera
found in Britain (1725) and in
Northern France (1949). These
have decoration in the form of a
schematic representation of a
crenellated wall.

The inscriptions on all three
vessels record the names of the
Roman forts at the western end of
Hadrian’s Wall and so are
presumably ‘souvenirs’ of these
frontier posts dating to ¢. 125-140,
after the forts were added but
before the Wall was superseded by
the Antonine Wall. Appropriately,
this section of the Wall was visited
by the ARA on its study tour in
2005 (see next issue of ARA) when
Bryn Walters and Tony Wilmott
discussed a replica of the Rudge
Cup with members attending. The
new vessel was discussed at a

EDITORIAL

study day held at the British
Museum on 5th December 2005
led by Lindsay Allason-Jones,
Roger Tomlin, Martin Henig and
Ralph Jackson. One of the
conclusions was that these vessels
may have been made at Carlisle,
although a British manufacture
has been suspected for some time
(Moore 1978). The fort names
also match up to some extent with
those given in the Revenna
Cosmography and the Notitia
Dignitatum. The new inscription
reads:
RIGOREVALIAELIDRACONIS
MAIS COGGABATA
VXELODVNVM
CAMMOGIANNA.

This is the letter-by-letter reading,
but this has been reconstructed by
experts Roger Tomlin and Mark
Hassall as: rigore val (1)i Aeli
Draconis Mais Co (n)gabata
Uxelodunum Cam (b)og(l)anna.
‘On the line of the Wall [or the
Aelian Wall], (the product or
property) of Aelius Draco [orof
Draco] ..." Then the names of four
forts at the western end of
Hadrian's Wall, from west to east,
identifiable as Bowness-on-Solway,
Drumburgh, Stanwix, and
Castlesteads. It is interesting that
the Rudge Cup misses out
Drumburgh but includes
ABALLAVA (Burgh-by-Sands)
between MAIS and
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VXELODVNVM, and ends with
BANNA (Birdoswald), The
Amiens Patera has the same
names in the same order as the
Rudge Cup but adds a further fort
(A)ESICA (Great Chesters) on
the east end of the list. The first
part of the inscription on the new
vessel is a little more problematic.
It seems first to refer to the line of
the Wall and makes it clear that
the Wall was literally called the
Vallum and possibly Vallum
Aelium, and we can compare the
obvious analogy of Pons Aelius,
Hadrian’s Bridge at Newcastle or
his refounding of Jerusalem as
Aelia Capitolina. But AELI may
also belong to the personal name
Draco. Was it Draconis or Aeli
Draconis? Perhaps this is the
name of the maker of the vessel or
possibly the purchaser who had
his souvenir ‘personalised’. If so,
as Tomlin and Hassall have
suggested, the owner might have
heen Aclius Draco, perhaps a
recently-discharged auxiliary
veteran who wanted a memento of
his frontier posting.
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