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The Pillerton Priors mosaic. (See article on page 3). Photo: © Luigi Thompson.
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EDITORIAL

Once again, welcome to this edition of ARA, another bumper issue of
articles, many informative and some thought-provoking.

We have part II of Martin Henig’s article on Antiquities and Roman
Religion, with some very interesting illustrations. Anthony Beeson has
presented an article on a piece of sculpture and its relevant iconography
together with a short item on which side of the road the Romans drove
— the right or the wrong side — which we hope may provoke some
comment, depending on your beliefs!

There are three features on villas. The first is on a new find in
Warwickshire — Pillerton Priors — with a rather fine mosaic, which is an
important discovery for that area. The second is reporting on the
continuing excavations at the Minster Roman villa, on the Isle of
Thanet, Kent. Our Director, Bryn Walters, has provided his further
thoughts on the Tockenham Roman villa, Wiltshire, which was first
introduced to television viewers by the Time Team programme.

Bryn Walters has also produced an article on the Shadwell Baths
Complex, a very important discovery with regard to late Roman
London. Our indefatigable Chairman, Grahame Soffe, has written three
articles for this issue; his usual round-up of 2002 events, a short
comment on Martin Henig’s book — The Heirs of King Verica - and
details of an important find in the form of a carved inscription. This, too,
comes from London, one of very few located in the capital to date, and
Grahame fully discusses the implications of the find, On a personal
note, I am very grateful to Grahame for his archacological advice on the
submitted articles and for his efforts to produce a factually correct
Bulletin which necessitates him in hours of research and some
rewriting.

Last, we have details of an exhibition and reconstruction of a Roman
water lifting device. This is experimental archaeology carried out by the
Museum of London to test practicality of use of finds from wells found
during an excavation in the centre of London. The exhibition is open
until 1st June 2003.
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