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Fig. 1. One of the two earliest Roman timbers (both from Alchester) ever found in Britain: Hamish Fenton with one of the gate posts.
(see article on Page Three). Photo: © Eberhard Sauer.




Welcome to the thirteenth edition of ARA, containing a series of articles
encompassing a wide range of archacological topics — producing
something of interest to all. We have a further article by Eberhard Sauer

ARA

The Bulletin of on the continuing excavations at Alchester, The 2000 season produced
The Association substantial timbers which have been dated by dendrochronology to the

for Roman Archaeology period of the Roman invasion. It also produced a very striking picture for
our front cover. A masterpiece of investigation by Grahame Soffe and

ISSUETHIRTEEN  AUGUST 2002 Martin Henig has given us the detailed background on the Thruxton

Roman villa, initially investigated in 1823. The history has been followed
through to the present day with comparisons to other, more recent, site

CONTENTS excavations, but one of the most interesting aspects is the recent
rediscovery of the coins ‘mislaid’ at some point after the original 1823

Where sold - £3.00

excavations.
Alchester and the A scholarly investigative article has been produced by Anthony
Earliest Tree-Ring Beeson on a piece of sculpture re-used as building material in a church at
Dates from Roman Compton Dando, Somerset, which turns out to be a possible section of a
Britain land3to5 much larger monument. The carved figures have also been given an
identity, despite the poor definition due to ravages by the weather over
New Light on the the years. Martin Henig has produced the first instalment of a two-part
Roman Villa at article on the practise of Roman religion in Britain, together with
Thruxton 6to9and 13 examples and artefacts associated with such rituals. I shall look forward
i with whetted appetite to its continuation in the next Bulletin.
The Unknown Deity A review of Roman Clothing and Fashion, by our very hard-working
on the Compton Dando

Cothanstoie 10t0 13 assistant editor, Beth Bishop, proves the subject to be very fascinating,
with aspects of style and colour continuing down through the ages. A
column by Bryn Walters, our Director, discusses aspects of archaeology

Antiquities and . . A : "
Rom(im Religion: in Roman Yorkshire; rather controversial reporting of a burial from
the British Evidence Catterick, discoveries from Wheldrake, outside York, and plans,
(Part]) 14to 16 and 18 hopefully, for a heritage centre project at Castleford which would allow

greater access to the, currently stored, Roman archive. Today we accept
Book Review 17 and 18 glass as a crucial part of our life and give little thought to its method of

manufacture but an article by specialist Roman glassmakers, Mark
Taking Action in Taylor and David Hill will change your outlook on that! Finally, our back-
Roman Yorkshire 18 page offer this issue, courtesy of publishers Constable & Robinson, is a

reduced price copy of A Guide to the Roman Remains in Britain by Roger
An Experiment in the Wilson — a must for all interested in the Roman period of Britain.
Manufacture of
Roman Window Glass 19
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