tradition. Originally using hide-
covered framed boats, they
developed other structural methods
including dug-out log boats. Julius
Caesar was greatly impressed by the
technical achievement of maritime
vessels used by the Celts in the
dangerous waters around Britain,
noting how versatile they were
compared to the bulkier and heavier
Roman ships. The Celtic ships were
designed for trade rather than
warfare and were constructed around
internal frames like their hide-
covered predecessors, with
overlapping timber planking nailed to
the frame. The Roman ship on the
other hand had butt-jointed planking
fixed with tenons to which an internal
frame was added. Celtic ships were
capable of beaching without
requirement of harbours or landing
stages.

Moving to Northumberland, Paul
Bidwell and Dr. Nick Hodgson
referred to Ammianus Marcellinus’
mention of a supply base at Paleas in
Isuria, suggesting that Arbeia (South
Shields) was probably a similar
depot. The Caledonian campaigns of
Septimius Severus had been the
reason for the first stone-built fort
and the development of the huge
granaries there. These would also
have supported the supplies to the
garrisons along Hadrian’s Wall. Paul
also indicated the existence of a
probable Roman wreck, (the ship had
been aiming for the fort) lying just off
the foreshore at South Shields where
debris has been recovered by
dredging and washed ashore since
the 19th century. Dr. Nick Hodgson
described the changes made to the
fort on the evidence of his extensive
excavations, showing how, following
the death of Severus, his son and
successor abandoned the campaigns
in Caledonia, and Arbeia reverted to
an accommodation base, continuing
as a supply depot into the 4th century.
The size of the fort and its
permanence suggest that it continued
to supply the Wall garrisons.
However, at the beginning of the 4th
century there had been a transfer of a
unit of Mesopotamian bargemen to
Arbeia whose purpose was, no doubt,
to defend the mouth of the Tyne. The
barracks at this time would have
accommodated 30 — 40 men each, the

maximum crew required for an
individual barge. As there were 10
barracks, perhaps a flotilla of 10
barges had been garrisoned at Arbeia
in the 4th century.

Nigel Nayling, Project Manager of
the Glamorgan/Gwent
Archaeological Trust, then explained
the implication of the Romano-Celtic
boat discovered at Barlands Farm on
the Severn Estuary. The ship,
surviving to a length of 9.7 metres
appears to have sunk beside a stone
and timber revetment. [t was empty
of cargo but other material from the
revetment included bones of sheep,
cattle, and pottery, especially Dorset
Black-Burnished wares. Tree ring
dating has indicated that the vessel
was built in the period AD 282-326. It
is possible that this was a local trader
operating in the tidal waters between
Wales and the Gloucestershire side of
the Severn Estuary.

In the unfortunate absence of Dr.
Margaret Rule due to illness, Nick
Fuentes stepped in with a short
address on implements carried on
board naval vessels. He discussed the
grapnels, used to hold and draw ships
together during combat, and the
delabra, an axe-like tool used to sever
the link made by the grapnel.

Dr. David Tomalin,
Archaeological Officer for the Isle of
Wight, presented a perspective view
from the island of Vectis. He
explained how in the past two years
thought has been applied to the need
for a ‘seamless approach’ enabling
archaeological sites above and below

Planking of Barland’s Farm Romano-Celtic

boat after removal of internal frames.
© Glamorgan/Gwent Archaeological Trust

the water mark to be comprehended
and managed as a single resource. He
quoted significant publications
produced over the past 4 years,
pointing out how they helped in the
perception of serious flaws in
procedures intended to protect sites
in the off-shore and sub-tidal zones.

He quoted from other recent
government publications such as
‘Guidelines on the Preparation of
Shore Management, MAFF 1995;
DOE Review of Licensing Mineral
Dredging in England and Wales 1995;
and the Green Paper, Protecting our
Heritage (1996). In all these the
nature and vulnerability of the
submerged and rich dimension of our
national heritage was seen not to be
fully grasped. Dr. Tomalin then
reviewed the archaeological evidence
itself examining the location of villas
on the Channel coast, relating them
with the distribution of natural
harbours and off-shore anchorages.
He cited villas with almost certain
harbour connections at Folkestone,
Eastbourne, Sidlesham, Weymouth,
Southwick, Fishbourne, Emsworth
and Brading.

The enigmatic site at Pudding Pan
Rock, approximately five miles north-
west of Reculver, Regulbium, Kent
was the subject of the talk given by
Kit Watson of the Trust for Wessex
Archaeology. He considered its
documented history and asked
whether it really was a wreck site, or a
dump of Samian ware thrown
overboard in order to release a
grounded vessel from the estuarine
sands. By studying over 200 pieces of
material from the site (now dispersed
in many museums across Britain and
abroad), Kit convincingly argued that
wear on the bases of the bowls so far
recovered does imply that the pieces
were stacked together base up on the
sea bed. He also queried the precise
location of the site, pointing out the
problem of fluctuating navigable
channels due to the shifting
sandbanks.

On Sunday Neil Holbrook,
Director of the Cotswold i
Archaeological Trust, commenced
the day with an examination of
coastal trading around the south-west
peninsula of Britain. He pointed out
that there had already been a well-
established trade across the Channel

Continued P>

ARA Issue Four Page 9
























