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ARA Members are invited to send press cuttings from local and national
newspapers concerning Roman matters (indicating date and source) to the

ARA Hon. Archivist, Anthony Beeson, at:
Eden House, 18 Bowden Close, Coombe Dingle, Bristol, BS9 2RW.

E-mail: anthony_beeson@hotmail.com
Many thanks to those who have already responded.

E D I T O R I A L
Welcome to issue 21 of ARA NEWS. It
is not so large as the last issue but we
a re intending to publish a furt h e r
N E W S in the late summer to include
details of the AGM.

Once again we have an intere s t i n g
mix of articles. The Tre a s u rer includes
details of last year’s accounts for
those who missed the AGM and there
is an update on web site inform a t i o n .
P a rt three of Roman Cyprus is
published and there is more to come!
Yet a third Roman fort has been
d i s c o v e red in Cornwall – we are
obviously becoming more adept at
locating these lost sites.

Your board has worked hard to
p re p a re the tours for the coming year
and all Booking Forms are included.
Two of the highlights for this year are
the two-day Villa Conference in June,
held in conjunction with the British

Museum and the Portable Antiquities
Scheme. It will be hosted by the
British Museum. The second is the
tour to Libya in November – your
D i rector has worked extremely hard
on this, to make it a really memorable
occasion. Early booking for both is
s t rongly recommended. There is a
p resentation on Libya by the tour
o p e r a t o r, working on behalf of the
ARA, and our members, Mr. and Mrs.
Webb, have also supplied details fro m
their visit of last year.

The other tours include the Annual
D i n n e r, linked to a self-drive tour of
Roman Wi l t s h i re; the long We e k e n d
Tour (the first of three) on the Saxon
S h o re Forts, and, by popular re q u e s t ,
a further Walking Tour of London.

An exciting new mosaic has been
found near Kemble, of which we shall
no doubt hear more in the future ;
t h e re is a short Arc h a e o l o g i c a l
Round-up, with more items held over
for the next issue, and fin a l l y, a Book

O ffer for our younger members (or
possibly the young at heart)!

A word about Membership. To enable
the Association to continue to obtain
the economies of scale we must
endeavour to increase our Member-
ship. Enclosed with this newsletter
you will find two Membership Form s .
Would each of you please pass these
l e a flets on to people who might have
an interest in the Roman period, so
that they too, have the opport u n i t y
to join our happy band.

New Membership Cards for 2009/10
a re enclosed for those who pay by
Standing Order; and for the re m a i n -
der there is a Renewal re m i n d e r. It
will help the administration if you can
renew pro m p t l y, please.

Happy re a d i n g .

David Gollins,
Editor – A R A N E W S.
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In the year ending 31st March 2008,
the accounts reveal a small excess of
income over expenditure, some
£1,450, in comparison to a net loss of
£2,235 in 2007. This is encouraging
but trends are still present which are
of concern to the Trustees.

Our major source of income is
membership subscriptions, which
have again fallen. In 2008, the figure
was £17,995, down from £20,120 in
2007 and £22,562 in 2006. This
represents an annual fall of about
10% and is consistent with the
figures presented by the Membership
Secretary. We are not alone in this
situation and the Director has
indicated on a number of occasions
that this loss of members appears to
be a feature of many smaller charities
that lack the resources to mount
extensive marketing and recruitment
drives. The Director alluded in his
Report to some possible explanations
for this problem but the situation is
complex and presents a considerable
challenge to an organisation like
ourselves. To some extent, this drop
in subscription income has been
p a rtially offset by incre a s e d
donations from members, following
an appeal by the Dire c t o r.
Nonetheless, the Board is seriously
concerned with this trend and has
agreed action in response.

Regretfully, the Board has decided
that subscriptions will be increased
for new members as from the 1st
April 2009. Individual membership
will rise to £17.50, joint membership
to £22.50 and family membership to
£27.50. Foreign and life membership
remain unchanged. For members
who currently pay by Standing Order,

there will be no increase. Existing
members, who currently pay by
cheque but who agree to change to
Standing Order before 31st March
2010, will renew at existing rates.
Otherwise, their subscriptions will
increase to the new levels as from 1st
April 2010.

A further source of income is the
small profit we make from our
events. However, in 2008, we made
an apparent loss of £3,063, compared
to a profit in 2007 of £9,294. This
reversal seems disturbing but a closer
examination of the figures reveals a
different situation. In 2008, losses
were made at the Annual Dinner and
Egypt, largely as a result of
cancellations at the last minute, and
the AGM, due to additional postage
and printing costs incurred as a result
in delays in the publication of the
Bulletin, an isolated incident which
should not occur again. Hadrian’s
Wall did not incur a true loss of
£2,866 in 2008 as shown, as tour
deposits (£3,583) were made in 2007
and allocated to that year. Adjusting
these figures accordingly yields a net
profit of £5,711 for 2007 and £520 for
2008, a more healthy situation. We
do, however, intend to keep a close
watch on event profitability in the
f u t u re, particularly in view of
i n c rease in the costs of events
(£24,771 in 2008) in comparison to
£18,241 in 2007.

In terms of other expenditure, we
have been fairly successful in
reducing our variable costs and this is
reflected by the reduction in our
total re s o u rces expended fro m
£52,177 in 2007 to £42,490 in 2008.
Thus, the costs of publications,

postage and stationary have all
fallen.

There is one further item that I must
address. That is the high amounts of
debtors and creditors falling due
within one year (see pp.14 and 17 of
the published accounts). These are
related to three factors. Firstly, claims
for Gift Aid for 2007 and 2008 are in
the process of being prepared and
these monies should appear in the
2009 accounts. More significantly,
the payments from attendees of the
Bulgaria Tour were all credited in
the first quarter of 2008 before
31st March, whereas invoices for the
tour were not settled until after
1st April 2008, i.e. in the following
financial year. Furthermore, the hotel
deposit for the Antonine Wall tour
was made in the financial year
ending 31st March 2008 whereas the
event took place in the summer of
2008. Provision for these thre e
factors were accordingly made in the
Accounts. 

In conclusion, although subscription
income continues to fall, actions have
been put in place to counter this and
should impact within the next two
years. We have reversed the loss seen
in the previous year and are now
re c o rding a small profit. The
Association remains essentially
financially sound with adequate
reserve funds and working capital to
fund its activities and objectives.

Full copies of the Accounts are
available from the Head Office.

David P. Evans, PhD
Hon. Treasurer

TREASURER’S REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 2008

This has remained open at:
http://www.associationromanarc
h a e o l o g y. o rg and we are still
recording hits, enquiries and a small
number of new members.

R e g re t t a b l y, because of other
commitments, we have been unable
to proceed with some of the new
enhancements we are planning,
particularly the chat room. Colette

Maxfield is still doing a sterling job
maintaining the site, sorting out
p roblems and updating the
i n f o rmation, but it has become
apparent over the past year that I
simply do not have the time that I
need to devote to the website. Under
these circumstances, the Board has
recommended that our new Trustee,
Vix Hughes, should take over
responsibility for the strategic

development of the website and she
will be undertaking this as from
January 2009.

All other arrangements and
procedures remain identical but if
you need to contact Vix, she can be
reached on:
hughesvix@hotmail.com

David Evans,
January 2009.

THE ARA WEB SITE
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The search for an administrative
centre associated with the medieval
royal silver mines has unexpectedly
led to the discovery of a hitherto
unknown Roman fort high above the
River Tamar. Between 2006 and 2008
the Bere Ferrers Project at the
University of Exeter pieced together
the archaeological and historical
evidence for the landscape impact of
the medieval industry on the Bere
Peninsula south of Tavistock. While
the mineral deposits were mined on
the Devon side of the Ta m a r,
thirteenth and fourteenth century
accounts showed that ore was
processed on the Cornish side, at
Calstock, when wood there was
allocated for the mines.

Geophysical survey carried out by
Research Fellows Dr. Smart and Dr.
Claughton around St. Andre w ’s
church was successful in locating a
number of probable furnaces but
also revealed the distinctive outline
of a Roman fort, measuring approx-
imately 160 m by 170 m, with double
r a m p a rts and double ditches. In
January of this year (2008), Dr. Smart
d i rected an excavation which
confirmed the nature of the defences
– a 5 m wide inner rampart followed
by two V-shaped military ditches –
each nearly 3 m deep from the
current land surface, and an outer
rampart (Fig. 1). The identification of
a 30 cm square worked timber set
into the inner rampart suggests that
it was crowned by a timber palisade.
The outer rampart is not a typical

feature of forts in the South West
and it is possible that this belongs to
a later phase. An oven (Figs. 2 and 3)
set into the inner rampart and a
quern fragment from nearby give an
insight into the daily provision of
food for the army. Imported Gaulish
Samian pottery was recovered, and
shows that the fort was founded and
used during the Flavian period,
similar to other forts in Devon and
Cornwall.

It is well known that the Tamar Valley
is rich in mineral resources, and the
excavation has provided keen
evidence to suggest that this was one
of the key factors in the placement of
the fort. A furnace seen on the
geophysical survey was located
outside of the fort, with sherds of
Samian pottery
f rom associated
deposits suggest-
ing a Roman
rather than
medieval date
(Fig. 4). Radio-
carbon dating of
c h a rcoal fro m
within the feature
will determ i n e
this with certainty.
Small amounts of
ore and slag from
a lower fill of the
inner ditch are
being analysed to
see if local copper
or lead-silver
deposits were

being exploited. The investigation of
the medieval silver industry ‘Mining
in a medieval landscape: the royal
silver mines of the Tamar Valley’ is
due to be published by Exeter
University Press. Results of the initial
work on Calstock Roman fort will be
published independently in Cornish
Archaeology.

A large-scale rescue excavation has
been carried out by Exeter
Archaeology in January and February
2009, the results of which are
pending.

Dr. Chris Smart,
Exeter Archaeology,
Custom House,
The Quay, Exeter.

Dr. Chris Smart can be contacted by e-mail
at: chris.smart@exeter.gov.uk

Fig. 4. The furnace, found outside the fort and since confirmed to be
contemporary with the fort and not medieval as was possible.

Photo: © Chris Smart.

Fig. 1. Post-excavation view taken from a point
parallel with the inner rampart out across
the two ditches. Photo: © Chris Smart.

Fig. 2. Chambered oven (quarter sectioned)
discovered within the intervallum.

Photo: © Chris Smart.

Fig. 3. View taken from the oven out across the
defences. Photo: © Chris Smart.

THIRD ROMAN FORT FOUND IN CORNWALL
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Continuing to explore the Roman
aspects of southern Cyprus in this
article, we now move some 30 miles
further east along the coast from
Paphos. The destination is KOURION
(Curium) – a Roman town with a
t h e a t re, stadium and re l i g i o u s
sanctuary in close proximity – a sheer
pleasure to explore at leisure (Fig. 1).

Where appropriate, photos used in
this article are from Ken Holt (a
L a n c a s h i re member) and myself.
Between us I would hope that we
capture something of the atmos-
phere of this unique site.

As one approaches from the west
and drops down from the motorway
onto the minor road, one approaches
the bluff upon which Kourion sits
above the bay of Episkopi. We drive
through the British Crown Territory
and the first element of antiquity we
come to is the Sanctuary of Apollo
Hylates – the God of the Woodlands
– some 2 km from Kourion. This was
one of the most important religious
establishments in the whole of
Cyprus between the eighth century
BC and the fourth century AD,
although most of the existing
remains date from around AD 100.
The western entrance to the precinct
faced Paphos, the eastern one faced
Kourion.

On the south side of the precinct are
five contiguous rooms linked by a
veranda along their façade – possibly

used for the storage of votive
offerings. From these buildings a
long narrow sacred way stretches
towards the northern end of the
temenos where the Temple of Apollo
is situated. The temple, a portico
with four columns, has been partially
rebuilt (Fig. 2). I really wish they
would start work on restoring the
other half.

The altar of Apollo stood in the open
air nearby and was greatly respected
in antiquity. Strabo tells us that
”. . . anyone who was impious before
the altar was hurled into the sea
from the harsh cliffs of Kourion.“
Nearby, to the east and outside the
temenos walls, lies a Palaestra and
substantial baths. Bathing and
religion were never far apart in those
days.

Further east, towards Kourion, we
come across the Stadium to the
north of the road (Fig. 3). This was
built around the second century AD
and maintained until the fourt h
century. The retaining wall of this
c o n s t ruction is most impre s s i v e ,
though the seating has been
completely destroyed. It cert a i n l y
illustrates the seriousness and

enthusiasm which
these peoples put
into physical and
athletic pro w e s s .
Ken’s photograph
emphasises the
large size of the
construction with
its original seating
capacity of
around 6,000.

Kourion To w n
itself occupies an
i m p ressive pos-
ition on a rocky
o u t c rop. As one
a p p roaches it
from the stadium,

the road passes the town’s western
end with a small Roman building
under a modern shelter to the right
of the road, on the bend – the House
of Achilles (see Fig. 16). Don’t stop
here. The modern road carries on
round the bluff, which lies to your
right, and you enter the complex
from the east, driving upwards to the
theatre, now with its modern tourist
reception – a big improvement on a
few years ago. 

The original Theatre (Fig. 4), over-

Fig. 1. Map showing the area around Kourion. Source: Bank of Cyprus Cultural Foundation.

TALES FROM AN ITINERANT TRAVELLER –
ROMAN CYPRUS (PART THREE)

KOURION ROMAN TOWN

Fig. 2. The partially rebuilt Temple of Apollo. Photo: © Don Greenwood.

Fig. 3. The impressive walls of the Stadium.
Photo: © Ken Holt.
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looking the bay, was probably built
in the second century BC, was
expanded in the second century AD
and remodelled around the end of
the second or early in the third
c e n t u ry, for gladiatorial games,
providing accommodation for some
3,500 people. Towards the end of the
third century it reverted back to a
p roper theatre, but was finally
abandoned in the fourth century.
Nowadays, much restored, it serves as
a venue for modern stage
performances in idyllic surroundings.

A few metres to the east of this
theatre, in a most impressive position
overlooking the bay, lie the public
baths, and close by, the Residence
of Eustolius – a public benefactor to
the town – built after the theatre was
abandoned (Fig. 5). This was a
Christian establishment, as several
p ro-Christian mosaics confirm .
Apollo’s protection of the city is
spoken of in the past tense and
moreover, we find the phrase ’This
house is girt with the much
venerated signs of Christ‘ set out in

the entrance
mosaics.

The first visit I ever
made to this site
was a bus trip
f rom Paphos,
incorporating the
customary visit to
the local vineyard.
This meant that all
we had time to
visit on this site
was the theatre
and, as the rest of
this large town is
just out of sight
over a small hill,
nothing else. It

was only later that I realised what a
large site this was, and what I had
missed. In order to fully explore these
sites one should be in charge of ones
own destiny – in your own vehicle.

To the north-west, therefore, over a
slight rise, lies the town centre
proper, although evidence of habi-
tation is to be found in all the
surrounding areas. One such house,
known as the Earthquake House
(Fig. 6), is passed by the modern path
running up to the town forum.

Early on the morning of July 21st
AD 365 a powerful earthquake ripped
across the eastern Mediterranean,
levelling cities and killing thousands
of people. One cannot mention
Kourion without mentioning this
earthquake damage.

Excavations in 1984 and 1985
produced the remains of a family and
their house near to the town centre,
exactly where they had been on that
fateful morning. A young girl of
around 13 years old and her mule

were crushed by falling masonry. The
mule was still tethered by its chain to
a stone trough, which had been
flung into a wall of the house. The
woman’s neck was broken by falling
stone and a baby was still clinging to
her arm. The father, trying to protect
his family from the falling stone, was
buried under several 600-pound
blocks of stone. The man had a ring
inscribed with the chi-rho – this was
a Christian family. A sobering
introduction to the substantial town
remains.

In précis, the Roman re m a i n s
currently on show are of the forum,
the substantial baths and nympheum
and, on a ribbon development to the
west, the houses of the Gladiators’
mosaics and of the Achilles mosaic.
On the spur overlooking the sea is
the fifth century Christian Basilica
(Fig. 7), which rose from the
earthquake ruins of the Roman city.

The first area we see is the large and
impressive forum, still partly paved.

Fig. 5. The Residence of Eustolius. Photo: © Don Greenwood.

Fig. 6. The Earthquake House.
Photo: © Don Greenwood.

Fig. 4. The much restored Theatre. Photo: © Don Greenwood.

Fig. 7. The fifth century Roman Basilica. Photo: © Don Greenwood.
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On the northern side (to the left of
figure 7) is found a colonnaded stoa,
built over a large Hellenistic cistern,
p a rtially filled with rubble. It is
thought that a row of shops once
covered the eastern part of this
cistern.

To the rear of the forum area we face
a large public building, behind which
is a substantial Nympheum (Fig. 8).

Behind these remains are the
extensive baths (Fig. 9), backing onto
a hilly outcrop. One of the main
problems facing Kourion must have
been the provision of adequate
water supplies to such a high site.
The two main water sources were 11
and 22 kilometres away and traces of
conduits and aqueducts suggest that
it was piped in from beyond the
Stadium towards the Building of
Achilles and thence down to these
baths. What massive baths they are –
a complex of large cisterns and
facilities, as Ken’s photograph shows.

Before leaving this area, on the side
of the forum facing the sea, there are

the remains of another most
impressive fifth century Christian
Basilica (Fig. 10), rising from the
debris of the Roman town – a
reflection at that time of the
i m p o rtance of Kourion in the
Christian world, serving as it did, as a
Cathedral for the first Bishops of
Curium.

Moving to the
west, down what
can only be
described as a
minor ribbon
development over-
looking the sea,
we come to the
remains of several
fine houses.

I have studied one
of these for some
time – that which I
call the ‘Apsidal
House’ (Figs. 11
and 12) – and
have decided that
I would personally
have loved to

have lived in it, and would still jump
at the opportunity if it was ever
rebuilt! You can probably appreciate
my thoughts from these two views of
the remains.

This house faces east and is built
along a north / south road. The floor
of the large reception room has an
apse at the western end and is

Fig. 10. Fifth century Christian Basilica – the Cathedral for the early Bishops
of Curium. Photo: © Ken Holt.

Fig. 8. The Nympheum. Photo: © Don Greenwood.

Fig. 9. The extensive Baths. Photo: © Ken Holt. Fig. 12. The extensive ‘Apsidal House’. Photo: © Don Greenwood.

Fig. 11. The ‘Apsidal House’ and view. Photo: © Don Greenwood.
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Moving on
towards the west,
and at a lower
level than the
p revious house,
we visit the
House of the
Gladiators (Figs.
13 and 14).
Kourion is quite
famous for the
two mosaics in
this house which
are now covered
by a modern
s t ru c t u re to
protect these fine
works of art from

the elements. The house itself is
obviously that of a rich patrician. The
central courtyard is a peristyle with
several column bases still in their
original positions.

These are possibly the only mosaics
showing Gladiatorial games in the
E a s t e rn Mediterranean. Figure 13
re p resents two fully arm e d
Gladiators named Margaritas and
Hellenikos engaged in a drill.

Figure 14 depicts a heavily armed
gladiator named Lytras advancing on
a (substantially damaged) opponent.
Between the two is an unarmed
figure named Darius, the referee of
the dual.

Further on, near the modern road,
are the remains of the Building of
the Achilles Mosaic (Figs. 15 and
16). This is an open court y a rd
building. The portico has a large
panel of pavement mosaic depicting
Achilles disguised as a maiden at the
c o u rt of King Lycomedes, thus

8

covered with geometric mosaics with
two emblems at the centre – one a
bird about to peck at a pomegranate
and the other, a pin wheel motif.

unwittingly revealing his identity to
Odysseus.

This brings us to the end of our
speedy visit to the uncovere d
remains. The town was again
d e s t royed by earthquakes in the
fourth century but flourished once
more in the Christian period when
the ruins were used to create the
Christian Basilicas. Kourion was
finally destroyed by Arab invaders in
the seventh century.

In Conclusion
A site well worth visiting. It should
also be noted that a tour of this town
would not be complete without a
visit to the Museum of Kourion, in a
t w o - s t o rey building at Episkopi
village. This house was the private
residence of George McFadden,
Assistant Director of the Kourion
excavations. After his death in 1953
the building was donated for the
purpose of a museum – in accordance
with his wishes – as stated in his will.

Don Greenwood

READING LIST

1. The Cyprus Ancient Monuments by
Vassos Karageorghis.

2. Kourion – its monuments by Demos
Christou.

3. A Guide to Kourion by Bank of
Cyprus Cultural Foundation

4. Ancient Kourion area – edited by
Helena Wylde Swiny.

5. Kourion – the Search for a Lost
Roman City by Soren and James.

Please see page 10 for an
Apology by the Author

Fig. 15. Building of the Achilles Mosaic (2002). Photo: © Don Greenwood.

Fig. 13. The House of the Gladiators – depicting two gladiators engaged in
drill. Photo: © Ken Holt.

Fig. 14. The House of the Gladiators – depicting
armed combat overseen by a referee.

Photo: © Ken Holt.

Fig. 16. Building of the Achilles Mosaic (2005). Note the addition of the
modern shelter – a good thing for the mosaics but not as
aesthetically pleasing as the previous photograph.

Photo: © Don Greenwood.
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It was with great sadness that news
of the sudden death of Dirck Stickle
reached the Director’s office just
b e f o re Christmas, Dirk passing
away unexpectedly on 4th
December at the Great Western
Hospital in Swindon. This will
unquestionably be felt with much
regret by a very large number of
the Association’s members who
knew Dirck well for many years,
ever since both he and his wife
M a rg a ret joined the original
Friends of the Roman Research
Trust in 1991. Dirck and Margaret
were among the stalwart Friends
who supported the founding of the
Association in 1996 and were both
p a rticipants in our org a n i z e d
events and tours. Living at Fairford,
relatively close to our base in
Swindon, they were both regular
helpers on mailing days at York
Road, or the Dean Street Archive
Stores.

Dirck was born in Poughkeepsie in
the state of New York in March
1929, the second son of Alfred and
Marion Best Stickle but grew up in
Rhinebeck, New York State, where
he attended Rhinebeck Central
High School. He eventually
graduated as a Batchelor of Science
in Mining Engineering from the
Missouri School of Mines and
Metallurgy at Rolla, Missouri in
1952, before commencing his
career as an exploratory drilling
engineer with various ESSO
exploration subsidiaries. This took
him to many parts of the world,
including Columbia, several other
South American countries, Africa,
Europe, New Zealand, Norway and
the Middle East and he was
justifiably proud of his unbroken
34 years service overseas. Among
the other countries where Dirck
worked were Turkey, Greece and
Spain, which along with the
ancient splendours of Libya,
encouraged his life-long interest in
the rich historical heritage and
archaeology of these countries.

In October 1966 he marr i e d

Margaret Bell from Knaresborough
in North Yorkshire and their first
home together was in Tr i p o l i ,
Libya. After much travelling and
subsequent moves they eventually
retired to the tranquillity of Surrey
in 1986 and eventually to
p i c t u resque Fairf o rd in
Gloucestershire. Dirck had many
various interests including wood-
working, and encouraged by his
extensive travels, philately.
Stimulated by his sojourns in areas
of the classical world, Dirck became
an avid reader of Roman history
and archaeology with a particular
interest in the diverse coinage of
the empire. During his stay in North

Africa he built up a fine collection
of prehistoric arrowheads, picked
up around the drilling rigs in the
Libyan Desert. His re a d i n g
encompassed much of war time
histories, including early aviation,
the campaigns during World War II
especially those in North Africa, the
Long Range Desert Groups, the SAS
and the desert adventures of T. E.
Lawrence and William Thesiger.

A truly self-effacing person who
always put others before himself as
well as being a perfect gentleman.
A loving husband, he is going to be
deeply missed by Margaret and
indeed, his sister-in-law Janice, and
his extended family of nephews
and nieces in the United States.
Although he had lived and worked
abroad for 56 years it was Dirck’s
wish to ultimately return home for
his final journey and he was buried
at Rhinebeck, New York, on the
29th December 2008.

A long standing friend to many
within the Association, Dirck will
be truly missed and we send our
s i n c e rest sympathy to Marg a re t
and all his family.

Bryn Walters
Director.

Dirck Stickle. Photo: © Margaret Stickle.

OBITUARY
Dirck Best Stickle March 1929 – December 2008

THE ERMINE STREET GUA R D
For those members interested in Roman military history they might

like to know the Guard display dates for 2009.

PROVISIONAL 2009 PROGRA M M E

May 29th to 31st HADRIAN’S WALL, CORBRIDGE
Soldiers of The Wall – Massed Romans

June 26th to 29th XANTEN, GERMANY

July 11th and 12th CAERLEON

July 25th and 26th KELMARSH HALL – Festival of History

August 15th GLOUCESTER – Small turnout

September 12th BRADFORD ON AVON – Small turnout

September 25th to 29th NAMUR, BELGIUM – Mass Romans

Any member requiring further details of the Society, should contact:
Guard Headquarters on: 01452 862235 or by e-mail: TheESG@aol.com
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READERS WRITE . . .
A SELECTION FROM READERS’ LETTERS

Dear Editor

It was with great joy and nostalgia
that I read ‘Impressive Villas over the
Bay of Naples’ by Geoff and Glenis
Long. I was reminded of visits to
those villas. While in that area I
visited the villa of POLLIUS FELIX
known as Bagni della Regina
Guovanna which is at the southern

most point of the Sorrento peninsula.
This is a neglected and little visited
site having no directional signs. I
reached the site by local bus and a
steep walk down a cobbled path
while being buzzed by scooters. The
c l i ffs at Punta del Capo are a
favourite spot for fishermen who
seem to be quite unaware of the
villa‘s remains. When I discussed the

a rea with Bry n
Walters and Mike
Stone they told
me that the
locality contained
many villas and a
couple of temples.
The site is also an
inland harbour. If
you are in the Bay
of Naples vicinity,
this fascinating
complex is well
worth a visit.

Patricia Lindsley.

Dear Editor

The question of an appropriate level
of subscription (p13) is always a
problem for any association. As is so
rightly stated, an increase might be
counter productive. It really depends
on the membership that the
Association wishes to attract – those
who are already devotees, or to
s p read the word and attract
newcomers to this fascinating area of
our heritage.

If it is the latter, then a very tiny
i n c rease might not be too
discouraging. That would probably
mean that a very close examination
of costs would be necessary. Noting
the decision to produce two shorter
editions of the News a year (p2),
then perhaps these could be on
lighter (environmentally friendly, of
course!) paper, which could enable
them to be folded to A5 and thus
sent out at the lower postage rate.
Possibly the regular ‘business bits’
could be reproduced separately on
much lighter paper – again reducing
postage rate and possibly benefitting
by ’long run‘ production rates.
I n c i d e n t a l l y, do you charge an
administration fee for the
expeditions you organise? Is there
any possibility of soliciting adverts
from any Roman sites? You certainly
provide plenty of free advertising in
the excellent reports you feature. I
wish you all luck (and a touch of
inspiration!) in your deliberations
concerning this difficult matter.

Shirley Evans.

View from villa of Pollius Felix, also known as Bagni della Regina Guovanna
overlooking Sorrento Peninsula. Photo: © Patricia Lindsley.

AN APOLOGY FROM
THE AUTHOR

Our member, Miss O. Sharman,
has pointed out that Kition is
obviously in Larnaka and not
Limassol as I stated in the first
part of this series (April 2007 –
page 7). I would add that
although the visible re m a i n s
there are pre-Roman, it is still
well worth a visit as an
interesting site.

Don Greenwood
January 2009.

room whilst the empresses occupied
those on the eastern. The statue of
M a rcus Aurelius should be
accompanied by his wife, Faustina
the Younger.

Only the heads and limbs of the
statues survive as the bodies would
have been made of wood and
probably covered with metal armour
or drapery. When complete the
statues would have stood about
4.5 m (nearly 15 ft) tall. As the statues
are without pedestals it is believed
that they originally all stood on a
continuous pedestal in a hall
dedicated to the imperial cult, and
that they were moved here at a later
date when emperor worship was
abolished. They are all made of
expensive Domician marble brought
from 250 km away. Sagalassos has
yielded several colossal statues
recently. The baths collapsed during
an earthquake in the sixth or seventh
c e n t u ry, burying the statues.
Excavations are continuing.

news. bbc.co. uk
www.sagallasos.be <http://www.sagallasos.be>

COLOSSAL STATUE OF
MARCUS AURELIUS FOUND

IN SAGALASSOS

Visitors to the Hadrian exhibition at
the British Museum last year will
remember the exquisite but colossal
new portrait of the emperor that had
recently been found in the
frigidarium of the baths at Sagalassos
in the mountains of southern Turkey.
This has now been joined by a statue
of Marcus Aurelius. The part i a l
statue, with a one metre (3 ft) head,
was discovered again in the
frigidarium and it is now becoming
apparent that the niches of this room
were occupied by other members of
the Antonine dynasty. So far Hadrian,
his wife Sabina, Faustina the elder
and her husband, Antoninus Pius,
have also been identified. It seems
that the emperors occupied the
niches on the western side of the

A R C H A E O L O G I C A L
R O U N D - U P
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